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THE AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN VISIT 


We reported in the Bulletin for January 21 the first of a series of articles in Episcopal Church 
News from Francis James, who was a member of the Mowll party that visited China last fall, 
His second and third articles appear in that magazine for February 3 and 17. 


In the first of these two articles he begins by denying the claims that have been made in 
Australia by Primate Mowll himself that this was a purely religious visit, with no political sig- 
nificance, Actually the barriers between the Chinese Church and the West are of political 
origin, and the present attempts to overcome those barriers all have their political overtones, 
For example, the delegation spent most of its time visiting schools, hospitals, jails, factories, 
co-operatives, political institutions and the like, which had nothing to do with the Church of 
China as such, but everything to do with the political system, 


He was impressed by the frankness and openness of their Chinese friends. Bishop T. K. 
Shen told him, ou will find many things you do not like or understand. If you speak the 
truth in love you will find everthing open to you here. Then Bishop Timothy Lin of Peking, 
who speaks perfect English, gave a delightful explanation of an incident of several years ago, 
when Canon Maynard of Australia called on him and he spoke Chinese throughout the interview. 
The interpretation which the West placed on this incident was that he was afraid to speak Eng- 
lish, But the Bishop explained it to Mr. james, As you say, he (Canon Maynard) wasn't 
alone. He brought this young interpreter along with him - | believe from the British Embassy 
and she made the introductions and started the conversation, so I naturally spoke in Chinese, 
Of course I understood him. I would much have preferred to speak English myself. But hang 
it all, | couldn't very well put the young woman out of countenance, could 1?"’ 


— 


He then te ports the answers to a number of questions put to the Chinese Christian leaders. 
Has the Anglical Church in China sunk its identity in some kind of pan- Protestant movement? 
Answer: No. More than any other Christian body in China, it has maintained its purity of doc - 
trine and worship. It has become more Anglical than it ever was before. As far as we could 
see, it manifests more essential unity in itself, and bothers less about differences in Churchman- 
ship than any other branch of the Anglical Communion, O.: Is it free to publish books and 
other literature? A.: Yes....The only restriction is imposed by finance. O.: Can Chinese 
Anglicans and other Christians now receive books and letters from the West? A.: Tes. Mr. 
James then emphasizes this point by adding, They are starved for news and views. If you who 
read these lines have a friend in China, then write to him - now. If you can send religious 
books, pamphlets, newspapers, then send them, The church in China today is now sufficiently 
independent, national, and self-supporting to be able to afford contacts with the West on a scale 
psychologically impossible during recent years when missionary work was equated in all Chinese 
minds with ‘imperialism’. They will welcome all you send them. (1 think a word of caution ) 
should be added here, He seems to have been writing for the British. Or if he had American 
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readers in mind, I wonder if he sensed sufficiently the singling out in Chinese propaganda of 
America as the head and front of imperialism. We would not recommend that our American 


readers follow this advice as yet.) 


The second article quotes at considerable length from the Pastoral Letter of the Bishops, 
but since we gave this Letter in full in our August 1956 number, we need not comment on it 
further here. He then goes on to give Bishop K. H. Ting’s apologia for the Three-self Move- 
ment. It is, he says, God's answer to our prayer that the Church in China should become it- 
self, responsible for the finance, life and work of the Church in China.. . . Without independ- 
ence it is very hard to talk about interdependence. ... . We know that we can learn a lot from 
the Church in the West, and we are anxious to do so. Our position, frankly, was like that of a 
nation in trading relations, There comes a stage where a protective tariff is necessary to enable 
an infant industry to survive. We still cannot afford to trade quite as much as we should like; 


but we have passed the stage of complete protection. 


Now that at least two of the three aims of the Three-self Movement have been largely 
achieved, is there any further need for the Movement? Actually, it is continuing and growing 
stronger, because it serves a need, both for the Government and for the Church, It is useful to 
the Government, because it provides a convenient way of insuring that its member churches 
are told what Government policy in social matters is, or persuading them to accept and support 
it, and of tacitly ensuring that ‘colonialism’ does not again enter the life of any Church, It 
also provides a convenient machinery for the Government to deal with the non-Roman churches 
as one body. It is also useful to the churches, for through it they can pool certain of their 
resources for agreed common objectives, It provides a.very strong and useful link, or channel, 
through which to approach the executive government when they want anything - including when 
they want to make complaints, Above all, it gives member churches a sense of security through 
numbers which they would not otherwise have. 


Mr. James speaks of the Anglican Church in China as having about 60,000 members. In our 
August 1955 Bulletin we pointed out that the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui had had 76,741 me 
bers in 1949, and that Bishop Chen had spoken of it in February 1955 as a church of 42,000 
members, Either Mr. James’ informant was too optimistic, or Bishop Chen was too conservative, 
or there has been a tremendous increase in membership in less than two years. Possibly all three 
alternatives enter into the picture. 


Mr. James concludes this article by pointing out that the member churches of the Three- 
self Movement are not mere ‘‘stooges’’ for Communism, ‘‘Every single Anglican, Protestant 
and Roman Catholic with whom I discussed the matter, and every political leader (the last all 
being atheists) stated in unequivocal terms that no synthesis was possible in theory between 
Christianity and Marxism, 


CHINA BIBLE HOUSE 


In our Bulletins for November 7, 1955 and May 14, 1956, we gave reports on the work of 
the China Bible House, based on various articles in Tien Feng during 1955. We are now able, 
in some respects, to bring this report up to date as of November, 1956. 


There has been no change in the governing board as reported in the November 7 Bulletin. 
Rev. Chu Kwei-sheng is now further identified as Bishop K. S. Tso of the Shanghai Pentecostal 
Union, and Miss Ch'en Hwei- chen as Principal of the Shanghai Bible School. The executive 
direction which we reported then as being in the hands of a Committee of seven, has actually 
been put into the hands of the last named of that Committee, Yang Shou-ning, who is the wife 
of Episcopal Bishop Cheng. She is described as an Honorary Secretary, and the actual daily 
routine is handled by two senior staff members, Mr. Shen and Mr. Yao. 


Although Dr. Li Bai-en has been completely exonerated, he will not be returning to work 
in the China Bible House, He is already 67 years old, and his health has been somewhat im- 
paired as a result of his period in prison, He and Mrs. Li are now living with their married 
daughter in Shanghai. He was evidently not tried on the charge which Tien Feng reported, 
using the China Bible House as a center for imperialist spying, but on the charge that while 9 
President of Hangchow University he had supplied the Nationalist Government with lists of 


( )aents with Communist sympathies, This charge was completely disproved. 


From June I, 1949 to the end of 1955 the China Bible House has sold a total of 171,278 
Bibles, 170,493 New Testaments, and 3,199,282 Portions. 


During the same period it has published 43 new editions comprising 211,954 Bibles, 
138,500 New Testaments, and 2,944,500 Portions. It is continuing the Bible Society's tradi- 
tional policy of selling Bibles at less than cost, For example, a Bible that costs ¥3,50 to print 
is being sold at ¥1.80. For all of these editions since Liberation“, they are using the old 
plates, in which they have not made any alteration whatever. 


The China Bible House at Shanghai has subsidiary Bible Houses at Kunming, Mukden, 
Hankow, Peking, Chungking, and Canton, In addition it has agencies at Sian, Foochow, 
Tientsin, Nanchang, Tsinan, and Lanchow. Each of the Bible Houses has a Secretary (in some 
cases Honorary), but there is no paid staff at the agencies. 


Observance of Bible Sunday has not been much emphasized for a number of years, but the 
staff of the Bible House was planning for a much more widespread observance on December 9, 


1956. 


The China Bible House has been recognized by the Government as custodian or owner of all 
Bible Society properties, and so it is being largely supported by rents from portions of eight 
Bible Houses, and of two residences in Shanghai and Canton, Further income is received from 
sales, and from contributions from churches, A more general celebration of Bible Sunday would 
undoubtedly help to raise this last item substantially, 


Ultimately, new plates for the whole Bible will have to be made, embodying the simplified 
form of characters as now recognized, But the Government is continuing to issue lists of from 
40 to 50 new simplified forms from time to time, and so the project of reprinting is still felt to 


( — However, the Bible House is hoping to reprint the Gospel of Mark with simplified 


acters as an experiment in that direction, 


The China Bible House wants the rest of the world to know that there is absolutely no re- 
striction on the export of Bibles from mainland China, and that therefore they are in a position 
to supply Bibles, Testaments and Portions to the overseas Chinese community. 


The China Bible House is much interested in the question of a revised Kuoyu version, but 
does not believe that the time has yet come for such a revision to be undertaken. The Church 
is still quite sharply divided over the old Shen-Shangti term controversy, so that agreement on 
that question is still impossible. For whatever tentative and limited revision studies there now 
are, Prof. J. F. Li at Yenching for Old Testament and Prof. Andrew Cheng at Nanking for New 
Testament are the natural co-ordinating centers, Nanking also has a Miss Liu Wan-ying who is 
described as an impressive Greek scholar, The manuscript for Dr. Li’s Hebrew-Chinese Lexicon 
is now practically completed, but there is no Hebrew type in China, and actual printing will 
have to be held up until that lack is supplied. Dr. Leighton Stuart’s Greek Lexicon is still in 
print on the mainland, and Greek studies are not being neglected in the Seminaries. 


In 1952 the China Bible House practically withdrew from the United Bible Societies, which 
is the international organization of Bible societies, This, they state, was not the result of 
Government pressure, but of their own inner organizational weakness at that time. They are in 
a stronger position today, and are ready to take up the question of re-associating themselves 
with the United Bible Societies. 


THE ENDICOTTS IN CHINA 
In our January 7 Bulletin we reported on the Endicott visit to China last October, The Janu- 


ary Canadian Far Eastern Newsletter which they edit gives more information about church 
personne! in the cities they visited, 


t 1,000 Christians in Lanchow, and about 8,000 in all of Kansu Province. 


3 { In Lanchow they met a CCC pastor and an Adventist pastor. They were told that there are 
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